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To  the  Mayor  and  Corporation  of  the  Borough  of  Aberystwyth. 
Gentlemen, 


I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  upon 
the  Vital  Statistics  and  Sanitary  Conditions  of  the  Borough 
for  the  year  19,49. 

1.  STATISTICS' AFP  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA.  - . 


Ar08  in  acres 1,141  acres 

Population  10,610 

No.  of  Habitable  Houses  2,721 

Rateable  Value  . ., £65,138 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  £262 


2.  EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1949. 

LIVE  BIRTHS:-’  Legitimate.  ...... 

lilegit  imate 

STILL  BIRTHS: -Legitimate 

Iliegi timete 

TOTAL  BIRTHS  (Live) 

TOTAL  BIRTHS 


3. 


DEATHS  (All  Causes) 

Total  number  of  deaths 143 

Death  Rate  per  1000  population.... 


4. 

5. 


6, 


MATERIAL  MORTALITY NIL 


Legitimate. 

Illegitimate 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Number  of  Dearths  Caused  by 

Tuberculosis 

Cancer  (all  ages) 

Measles  (all  sges) 

Whooping  Cough 

Diarrhoea,  (under  2 years  old)  . . . 

Diphtheria 

Scarlet  Fever 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fever... 

Heart  Disease.  

Other  Causes  
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PREVALEFCE  QF,  AFP  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


Pathological  work 
diseases  was  carried  out  by 
and  the  value  of  this  work  i 


concerned  with  the  contro 
the  Public  Health  Laborato 
s greatly  appreciated. 
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HOT I El ABLE 
Disease 


DISEASES  DURING  1949. 

Total  Hum b e r 


o f 


Cases  notified. 


Small  Pox 

Scarlet  Eever 

T ypho i d an  d P a r a typho i d 
Puerperal  Fever........ 

Whooping  Cough 

Measles 

Erysipelas 

Pneumonia 

Diphteria 

Dys entry 

Malaria 

Meningitis * ' 

Food  Poisoning 

Poliomyelitis 


FIL 
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GEHERAL  PRO Visions  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IF  THE  AREA. 

These  have  remained  the  same  as  described  in  the 
1948  Annuel  Report.  The  year  has  seen  the  gradual  development 

°,  Rational  Health  Service  with  ever  increasing  attendances 

at  the  Hospital  Clinics. 


SAL IT ARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

.Mr.  Osborne  J.  Evans  It.  R.  San.  I.  , M.R.I.P.H.H. 
resigned  his  post  of  Sanitary  Inspector,  Housing  Inspector, 
and  Inspector  of  Foods  during  the  year  after  many  years  of 
devoted  service  to  the  Corporation.  It  is  appropiate  that 
acknowledgement  should  be  made  of  the  fine  work  he  performed 
during  his  period  as  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  the  able  way  in 
which  he  organised  the  activitiesof  the  department.  Tardy  as 
it  may  be,  it  is  hoped  that  he  will  prosper  in  his  new  field 
of  activity, 

Owing  to  his  departure  the  bulk  of  the  work  of  the 
Sanitary  Department  had  to  be  borne  by  his  junior,  Mr,  Adrian 
Humphreys,  and  it  is  pleasant  to  record  that  he  performed 
his  duties  well. 

RODEET  COFTROL 


During  the  year  progress  was  made  in  dealing  with 
rodent  destruction  and  the  following  work  carried  out. 

Sewer  treatments  were  executed  on  six  monthly  periods 
in  April  and  Fovember  under  methods  as  laid  down  by  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture,  and  these  were  successful  with  a diminution  of 
surface  infestation  for  some  while. 

The  annual  inspection  of  intercepting  and  other 
chambers  on  the  drains  was  , carried  out  to  follow  up  the  sev/er 
work  and  notices  served  where  uefects  in  these  chambers  v/ere 
discovered. 


Twice  during  the  year  the  refuse  tip  was  treated  and 
a large  kill,  estimated  at  some  seven  hundred  fats  was  obtained. 
The  rapid  expansion  of  the  open  feeding  area  which  remains 
uncovered  is  a great  attraction  for  rats  and  close  watch  is  kept 
for  evidence  of  any  extensive  infestation. 

In  addition  to  the  considerable  work  on  municipal 
property  and  other  responsibili ti es * the  operator  carried  out 
work  on  seven  business  premises  and  eighteen  private  dwellings. 
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ICS  CREAM 


Humber  of  Ice  Cream  premises  in  area  of  local  authority.  33 
Humber  of  Inspections.  50 

9 


Humber  of  manufacturers  of  Ice  Cream 

Hot  Mix  process.  5. (Pasteurising) 

Cold  Mix.  6. (Complete  cold  mix) 


The  remaining  >3  premises  are  registered  for  the  storage 
ana  sale  of  ice  cream  supplied  to  them  by  the  manufacturers. 


'(?  year  90 
.ts  obtaine 

samples 

a 

of  ice 

Grade.  1. 

57. 

63$ 

Grade,  2. 

18. 

20$ 

Grade.  3. 

12. 

13$ 

Grade.  4. 

3. 

3$ 

83$ 


MS  AT  .ASS  OTHER  JpODS . 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  reports  that  the  animals 
slaughtered  end  inspected  at  the  Abattoir  during  the  year 
were  as  follows:-  Sheep  & 

• Cattle.  Calves.  Lambs,  Pins.  Weight. 


Humber  of  Animals  Hilled.  475 

All  Diseases  except  T.B. 

Whole  Carcases  Condemned  30 

Carcases  of  which  some  433 

part  or  organ  was  condemned. 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other 'than  T.B. 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned  3 

Carcases  of  which  some  5 

part  or  organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  number  p#  68$ 

inspected  affected  with  T.B. 

Total  Weight  of  Meat  Concemned. 

10  CDS  TUFTS  CQITDmflTET) 


1157  8,425 
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15,  2 61  lbs 

5, 7 671  bs 


97 . 47$  1.55$  7.54$  10.46$ 


1, 108lbs 
317lbs 


3.  48$ 


22. 81&ibs 


Corned  beef.  Luncheon  Meat,  Tinned  Pork,  Ox  Tongue,  Brawp, 

Heel,  /eal  Loaf,  Pork  Sausages,  Ham,  Bacon,  Sausages. 

' Total  8761bs 

FISH 

Cods  Roe,  Smoked  Haddock,  Whalemea.t , Whiting,  Tinned  Mussels, 
Salmon,  Brisling,  Sardines,  Pilchards,  Crab  Paste. 

Total  2851bs 

fruit  & vegetables. 

Potatoes,  Locust  Beans,  Prunes,  Grapes,  Pea.rs,  Tinned  Tomatoes, 
Tinned  Beans,  Tinned  Beetroot,  Tinned  Plums,  Tinned  Pears,  Tinned 
Grapes,  Tomato  Juice,  Cauli flowers.  Peaches,  Cherries,  Dates, 
Tinned  Peas,  Carrots*.  Damsons,  Apricots,  Peaches,  Rhubarb, 

Grape  fruit  Juice,  Spinach,  Pickled.  Onions, 

Total  2. OOOlbs 


; 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 

Dried  Egg, Cheese, Butter , Cornflour, , Evaporated  Milk, Soups , Apr ico t„ 
Jam, Savouries , Tinned  Pudding, Vi ta-Wheat, Confectionery, Cooking  Pat , 
Semolina, Ice  Cream  Cones,  Condensed  Milk,  Tea.Marmalade , Peach  Jam, 
Rennet, Jellies, Mustard. 

Total  1 , 4961bs 

Grand  Total  of  foodstuffs  condemned,  apartfrom  that  condemned  at 


the  Aberystwyth  abattoir,  is  approximately  4,6571bs. 

INSPECTIONS  CARRIED  OUT. 

Number  of  Houses  inspected  under  the  Public 

Health  and  Housing  Acts  ...  ISO 

Number  of  Factories  inspected  93 

Number  of  Bakeries  inspected  20 

Number  of  Cowsheds  inspected  13 

Number  of  Dairies  and  Milk  Stores  lb 

Number  of  Slaughterhouse  inspections  161 

Number  of  Ice  Cream  Premises  inspected  ......  60 

Number  of  Piggeries  inspected  3 

Number  of  Shops,  Food  Stores,  etc.  190 

TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  INSPECTIONS  ...  ~740 


NOTICES  SERVED. 

Preliminary  Notices. 

Under  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  . . . 125 

Under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938  17 

Under  the  Factories  Act,  1937  10 

Rodent  Control  and  other  Matters  2 

TOTAL  157 

S tatu  t o ry  Notices. 

Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  8 

Exhibitions. 


A most  successful  Civic  Health  Exhibition,  was  staged  during 
September  13th, -17th,  at  the  Town  Hall,  and  drew  an  appreciative 
and  interested  public  to  view  the  exhibits  and  hear  lectures  on 
the  various  aspects  of  public  health. 

The  wholehearted  support  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries  was  given  and  the  Infestation  Department  gave  most 
valuable  advice  and  assistance  which  contributed  to  the  success. 

Particular  stress  was  laid  upon  the  production  of  clean  food  and 

kitchen  hygiene,  whilst  rodent  destruction  measures  were  brought 
into  prominence  through  various  interesting  aspects. 

Shops  Act,  1934 


Two  notices  were  served  under  the  Act,  for  sanitary  facilities 
to  be  provided,  and  were  abated. 


. 
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WATER 


The  Borough  Surveyor,  reports,  ”1  think  it  can  be  assumed 
that  the  water  supply  of  the  Borough  was  just  satisfactory  in 
regard  to  quality,  but  I consider  safeguards  are  required  by 
(aj  filtration  and  (b)  covering  in,  of  the  service  reservoirs* 

The  annual  quantity  available  is  sufficient  for  present 
needs.  However,  the  capacity  of  the  main  from  the  mountain 
gathering  ground,  together  with  the  bulk  supply  obtained  from 
the  Rural  District  Council  of  Aberystwyth,  gives  a surplus  in 
winter,  but  a deficiency  in  the  holiday  months.  To  ensure 
an  adequate  supply  during  the  latter  period  greater  capacity 
of  service  reserviors  is  necessary.  One  mountain  main  is 
nearly  70  years  old,  is  subject  to  great  internal  pressure 
and  for  10  of  its  16  miles  is  in  very  difficult  country,  often 
inaccessible  in  winter.  Bursts  and  blown  joints  occur  period- 
ically, and  under  these  circums'fe.dknces  a service  reservoir  capacity 
of  approximately  eight  days'  supply  is  inadequate. 

About  four  weeks  samples  of  water  collected  from  running 
taps  in  the  town  haVe  been  tested  bacteriologically  and  the 
reports  have  been  satisfactory  except  for  the  summer  months. 

Professor  C.W.  Davies,  D.Sc.,  P.R.-I0Sc.,  makes  frequent 
de terminations  of  Ph,  value  of  the  water  supply,  but  he  only 
reports  when  there  is  any  appreciable  departure  from  the 
neutral  point.  No  such  departure  was  reported  during  1949." 

A supply  of  water  was  laid  on  to  the  new  housing  estate 
at  Piercefield,  Perip.arcau,  to  serve  the  houses  in  course  of 
erection  at  an  approximate  cost  of  £900b 

SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE 

No  serious  trouble  has  been  reported  during  tho  year  and 
the  steady  improvement  following  reconstruction  of  old  buildirgs 
and  the  renewal  of  all  defective  drains  as  found,  has  been 
maintained. 

The  yearly  sewer  treatment  for  rodent  survey  has  been  of 
some  advantage  in  that  it  also  enables  the  sev/or  manholes  to  be 
inspected  at  the  samo  time. 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL 


Refuse  is  collected  weekly  by  the  vehicles  of  the  Public 
Works  Department,  under  the  control  of  the  Borough  Surveyor. 

Refuse  is  tipped  on  tho  Domcn  Drc,  which  is  on  the 
boundary  of  tho  town  and  covered  with  any  available  material. 
It  is  hoped  that  when  this  area  is  covered  the  site  will 
bo  available  for  recreation  purposes# 


r 


Fac to ri es  Ac ts,  1937  and  1948. 

There  are  96  factories  in  the  district  and  during  the  year  93, 
inspections  were  carried  Qut  to  ensure  compliance  with  the  Acts, 
.ns  a result  of  these  inspections  10  notices  were  served.  Six 
notices  were  in  connection  with  lack  of  cleanliness  end  four 
related  to  sanitary  .defects. 


tuberculosis 

new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified 
during  the  year. 

( R REICTUT  I CM  OF  TUBERCULOSIS)  REGULATIONS , 1925, 
Ho  action 

PUBLIC  HEaLTH  ACT,  1936,  Section  172. 

Uo  action 

FEW  CASES  ..UP  MORTALITY  DURIFG  1949. 


AGE 

PERIODS. 


FEW  CASES 
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